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Introduction 
 

Welcome to the 2016 National Collection Holders’ Conference.  We 

are delighted to have so many delegates from so many counties 

across the UK in attendance.   We hope that you will have the 

opportunity to learn something new, touch base with old friends 

and share your experiences as Collection Holders.  When I joined 

Plant Heritage one of my personal aims was to find ways in which 

we could begin to capture and share the collective wisdom of our 

Collection Holders and I hope that through events such as this we 

can begin to forge better working relationships with you to enable 

us to do just that. 

I look forward to meeting many of you during the day, 

Sarah Quarterman, Chief Executive, Plant Heritage 

I am pleased as chair of the Plant conservation committee and 

Director of Horticulture for the RHS to help facilitate this wonderful 

network of plant enthusiasts to come together. Sharing ideas, 

hearing from great speakers on important subjects is a key part of 

the day but perhaps most important is the opportunity to meet and 

share our passion. We have collectively been conserving cultivated 

plants for well over 35 years a mission and need that has only 

become ever more important over the years. We are fortunate in 

the UK to have arguably inherited the richest cultivated flora in the 

World. Conserving these plants remains a vital mission if we are to 

meet many of our future challenges. I hope today will help and 

enable all to contribute further to this goal.  

Tim Upson, Chairman of the Plant Conservation Committee 
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Timetable 
 
 

10:00-10:30 Welcome with tea/coffee 
 

10:30-10:40 Introduction 
10:40-11:00 Plant Health Update 

Andrew Gaunt, Animal and Plant Health Agency 
11:00-11:20 Conserving Plants in the National Trust 

Simon Toomer, National Trust 
11:20-11:30 Break 
11:30-11:50 The UK and Ireland Garden Flora 

James Armitage, RHS 
11:50-12:10 Plant Variety Rights simplified 

Graham Spencer, Plants for Europe 
12:10-12:30 Round-up and questions 
12:30-13:30 Lunch, networking and demonstrations 

 
13:30-13:55 Short talks by Collection Holders 
13:55-14:10 Supporting the National Collections network 

Sophie Leguil, Plant Heritage 
14:10-14:20 Break 
14:20-14:50 Discussion session 
14:50-15:00 Round-up and questions 
15:00- Networking opportunities, tea/coffee 
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Speakers 
 

Andrew Gaunt, Plant Health and Seeds 

Inspector, West Sussex Animal and Plant 

Health Agency (An executive Agency of 

DEFRA) 

After studying Agriculture and graduating from 

Aberystwyth University, He joined the Velcourt 

Farm Management Group, who farms over 80,000 hectares across 

several countries, a 3000 acre farm in Kings Lynn. From there joined 

ADAS, the Ministry of Agriculture’s Farm Advisory Service providing 

Arable agronomy advice in Somerset. When this was sold off he 

then joined the Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate which is now 

part of the Animal and Plant Health Agency and have been an 

inspector in West Sussex for over 18 years. Andrew is also National 

Collection Holder for Hedychium. 

The talk will look at the current new quarantine pests and diseases 

hitting our shores, as well as those on the near Horizon that could 

enter the UK and will look and the proposed new plant health 

regulation and its implications. 

Simon Toomer, National Specialist for Plant 

Conservation, The National Trust 

Originally trained in environmental biology and 

forestry, Simon Toomer has worked as a forester, 

land management advisor and arboriculturalist in 

both private and local authority sectors. In his current role with the 
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National Trust, he is a national consultant for plant conservation 

including plant health, collections management and plant records.  

Simon previously worked for 15 years as Curator and Director at 

Westonbirt, The National Arboretum where he was responsible for 

overseeing the management and development of one of the finest 

tree collections in the World.  He is Chair of PlantNetwork, a 

member of the Plant Conservation Committee of Plant Heritage and 

a trustee of the charity Tree Aid. 

 

James Armitage, Principal Scientist – 

Horticultural Taxonomy, RHS 

James Armitage joined the RHS as a botanist in 

2002 straight from Reading University and he is 

now Principal Scientist – Horticultural Taxonomy. 

He has a diverse job which includes Chairmanship of Hortax (the 

Horticultural Taxonomy Group) and is author of a series of papers 

on invasive plants of horticultural origin. He was an important 

member of the team that worked on the updated 8th edition of The 

Hillier Manual of Trees and Shrubs and is co-author of a Flora of the 

Wisley estate. 

James is a member of Plant Heritage’s Plant Conservation 

Committee and a future ambition is to help provide a complete 

catalogue of the cultivated plants of the British Isles. “With garden 

plants there is always something new to discover,” says James. “It is 

the constant opportunity to learn that keeps my work so 

interesting.” 
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Graham Spencer, Plants for Europe 

Graham Spencer is the owner of Plants for Europe 

Limited – the UK’s leading independent plant 

breeders’ agent, working to help breeders of new 

plant varieties from around the world to introduce 

their novelties to the European market. Graham 

founded the company in 2003 and now looks after 250 varieties 

from more than 40 breeders, dealing with intellectual property 

rights, variety trials, licensing, marketing and royalty collection. 

Graham runs the business from his office in East Sussex together 

with his wife, Helen. 

 

 

Talks by Collection Holders 
 

 Brian Whitton: a talk on Corydalis 

 Josh Egan-Wyer: labelling the Penstemon Collection at Pershore 

College with QR codes and NFC tags 

 Jonathan Hogarth, Hosta: successes at Hampton Court Flower 

show 

 Mona Abboud: my Corokia collection 

 Sarah Cook, Cedric Morris Iris: Why we worked with a wholesale 

nursery and the unforeseen reward of a Chelsea exhibit 
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Displays 
 

RHS Herbarium 
The herbarium of the Royal Horticultural Society contains over 

140,000 dried ornamental specimens, images, paintings and 

associated collecting notes. The present collection has an active 

collecting policy and our ambition is to support the largest 

cultivated plant floristics project ever attempted by housing 

representative material of every ornamental plant growing in the 

UK (>400,000).  The collection enables us to provide our 

authoritative advisory service as well as to carry out the research 

that addresses major questions in horticulture today. 

Around the world there are over 3,000 herbaria, varying in size 

from 10,000 to over 8 million dried plant specimens. The RHS 

herbarium is the largest in the world dedicated to cultivated plants.  

We are open to the public and welcome you all to visit and use the 

collections.  For those who are unable to visit in person, we are 

currently digitising the collection and hope to be able to allow 

online access in 1.5 years time. 

Our collecting programme includes adding material from The 

National Plant Collections. These make the finest and most accurate 

specimens in terms of authenticity of cultivar and provenance. We 

do run an annual course in pressing collections and welcome 

specimens from The National Plant Collections holders.  

Our Plant Heritage Display 
Our range of literature and leaflets will be on display. 
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Seed Shop:  A display of the Seed Shop from Hampton Court will 

be on show, and Gill Groombridge would be delighted if delegates 

can bring along any seed donations for the Seed Shop.  

Exhibiting at Shows: We welcome any enquiries from 

Collection Holders interested in considering a display/contributing 

to a display at one of the Shows.  Gemma Lake, Deputy Manager at 

RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show will be available over the 

lunch time to discuss exhibiting at Shows in more detail.  Images 

from Collection Holder exhibits and our Missing Genera campaign 

will be on display.   

Plant Guardians and Threatened Plants Project 

research: Kalani Seymour and Lucy Pitman are keen to hear from 

delegates interested in assisting with the referee programme for 

the Threatened Plants project or who simply want more 

information about how it works. Lucy is also keen to talk to anyone 

about registering as a Plant Guardian. 

Collection Holders stories and tips:  Chris Morley, on 

behalf of Clare Hogan (Editor of our Journal) will be available to 

discuss any potential contributions to the Plant Heritage Journal, 

newsworthy stories for the press, content for social media and 

newsletters to members. 

 

Melcourt Composts 
Melcourt are well known by professional growers throughout the 

UK for top quality growing media and bark-based products for a 

wide range of nursery stock, herbaceous perennials, trees and 
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bedding. Supplying the industry for over 30 years they have built a 

reputation for well-researched, carefully-manufactured products 

that are consistent and reliable. The Sylvamix® brand of sustainable 

growing media are commonly acknowledged to be the market-

leading peat-free product and are used by many leading growers. 

And recently the professional products have been made available to 

amateur growers under the SylvaGrow® brand where they are both 

RHS endorsed and have three times been named Which? Gardening 

Best Buys. 

Persephone 

An opportunity for collection holders to look at Persephone, the 

online recording system designed by National Collection Holders, 

for National Collection Holders. 

Use of Persephone is free of charge to current and prospective 

National Collection Holders. There are already around 100 

collections on the system, including 80 National Collections. 

The Persephone team will be available throughout the day to 

demonstrate the system to collection holders - several computers 

will be available. If your data is already on Persephone, please drop 

by to ask any questions, or make suggestions for development.  If 

you are not yet on the system, and would like to join, please bring 

along your Accession List and other data on a memory stick (or 

paper) - in some cases we may be able to upload data for you while 

you wait. 
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Notes 
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Plant Heritage would like to thank the 

following organisations & sponsors for their 

generous support of this Conference: 
 

 

 

The Stanley Smith (UK) Horticultural Trust 

 

 


